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Many questions are unan$wered in American's hearts
and minds about the war: in Vietnam. Nancy E"lcrt,
RN (LW{'s Neuroscience Research Nurse Coordina-
tor), was given the opportunity to answer some of her
own questions and those of a generation too young to
renretnber. kkert sened as a combat mrrse at dre

9Jrd Evacuation Flospiul in Long Binh, Viemam,
from 1966 to1967.

Recendy, she atrended the urveiling nf the Meuranr
Women's Mentorial in Washingtr:n, D.C. accompa-
nied byher l9 year old daughter, an acting troupe
from Cedar Crcst College, two reporters and a pho-

tographer, "How often do you attend the unveiling r.rf

a nationa[ monument in your liferirne?" Eckert said
enthusiastically, The monument was dedicated to the
memory of 264,000 wonten who volunteered to serve
in the \demam war. The monument, created by Glen-
ua Goodacre, depicts:r woman holding a soldier in
her arms while other women beside her raise their
arms and eyes to the sky. "The ruonument is so lifelike
tlutyou are almost waiting to see it breathe" Eckert
said. "And it wls created so that it does not filvor any
one person or branch ofthe service,"

Of the 264,000 rvomen who served irr Vietnam
approxinrately 7,000 were nurses. Only one nurse,
Sharon Lane fronr C)hio, was killed in the line of duty.
The acting troupe from Cedar Crest C-ollege who
perfonned a play ut the college called "A Piece of My
Eleatt" paid tribute to Slraron Lane. 'Itrey laid an

autographed pmgmm from their perforrnil)ce next to
her n*me and picture at the Metnam Memorial. Eck-
ert served as technical advisor for this soon-fo-be-
adjudicated stage production. Ir is based on the srory
of 6 women who served as nurses, Red Cross volun-
teers and enteftaincrs during the war.

"Everyone looks to the monument to see the ivornan
theyrelnember fromMetnam," Eckert said. Women
served as Red Cross volunteers, clerical workers, jour-
naliss, entertrinc,rs, nurses, flight attendants, doctors
and missionaries. "Women were not housed in safe

zones as previously reported," Eckert said. "They
were in the middle of the war like everyone else,

because there were no safe zones in Viemam."

Continued on pogc I

Vietnam Women's Memorialtaken hy Beth Hall, RN

I witness your leave, and as you go
I have this need to letyou lmow
The rnany thoughts that fill my head
So litde time. so much to be said.

As yorr go offto 6ght for peace

I pray that soon this wat will cease

Yes, to all things a time and a season

Though we may question rhyme and reason.

So as you Eq keep this in mind
Fronr all ofus you left behind
We applaud your effort - oourageous and brave
Your own life at rislq anotl-rer's to save.

And while you're gone, though we're apatt
These thoughe and words are in my heart
Steadfast like the sun and moon
Come Home Safe, Come Home Soon.

And now my friend, J delvcr my thanks
Vru're home at last on familiar l:anks
Sincere rhanls I offer, humble and truc
Thankirrg God each day forAmericans Iike you.

Joon Collene, RN
Wrrbkn for D eret't t** *rO r? 
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Kim Flitchings, RN, Professional Development -
Paper Presentations tided "A Decenu'alized Peer
Rewrrd and Recognition Program" and '!{Preceptor-
ship Model: Srategies toAchieye Success"; 2nd
Af,"qql Seaff Dwelopment Conference, f)uke LTniver-
sity, Durham, NC.
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Frkert's reactiou to dre unveiling of dre monurnent
sparked memories from her days in\.Iietnam, and
enabled her to slure her piece of history. For her
daughter and dre students liom Cedor Crest Collegc,
Nancv Eckert viewed tlris day as pne of ucoming frrll
circle" and the "prssing on of history." She was able
to share a piece of herself with those who have now
become a 

('piece of her own heaft."

Postscriptl Nanry Eckert says that she has retired
frour the public eye since her day at the nronument'.$

unvcilingwas covered lry the Morning Call ond the
Washington Post, AND after -she served as technical
advjsor for "APiece ofMy lJearg" AND after she
gave the keynote address at bofi the POIV-MIA
Recognition Ceremony and the Memorial Day Cere-
mony held at Bethlehem Steel, AND after her
involvement in the Metnam Veterans Post +15! .,-And
nor,f thaf Nancy *.as rcttritly selecfed ds one cif slt
coordinatnrs nationwide whose job is to maintain the
beauty and history of the Metnam Woment Memori-
al, it promises to be a busy retirerneltl Congratula-
tions Nanryl 'I'his is only the beginning..,
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MaryKinneman, RN, SeniorMce President- l)
Paper Presentation tided "Merger Madness"; Thends
in Critical Care Nurcing, Philadelphia, PA and 2)
Prescnation titJed "Megatrends"t Cedar Crest Col-
Iege junior aad senior mrdent body.

Mrginia Kovalovich, RN, Director, ORandJod1,
Porter, RN, Administrator -Poster Fresentation
titled "Work Rcdesign in dre Perioperative Settingr A
Multitasking Approadr to Patient Care"; Nursing
Econornics Conference - New Health Care Realities:
Options and Opportunities for Nursing, Washington,
DC.

Karen Schaefer, RN,Allentown College of St.
Francqs de Sales, Deborah Swavely, RN, Patient Edu-
cation, f)ebraJean Leaswitch, RN, I{ome Cirre and
Cheryl'Iyler, RN, 3-C - Research tided "Factors
Affecting Life-Style Changes Post Coronary Anglo-
plasqf; Poster Presenmtion, ANA Council of Nurse
Rqsearchersr 1993 licientific Sessions, Washington
De7 Faper Presenmtioai- Teaeher,. Fr*ctiti oneq
Researcher 3rd Annrral Research Conference, Bethle-
hem, PA.

RepresentAfIONS
Cluistine M. Faller, RN, Steffing and I-ouise Oswald,
RN, Direcor, ICU are serving as Mce Presideut and
Treazurer, respectively, of the PIu O'micron Chapter
(Allentou.n College of St, Frances de Sales) of Sigma
Th eta Thu, International.

Ginny Kovalovich, RN, Director, Operating Roonr
provided review sesions for perioperative nurses
preparing for certifimtion as OR nurses.

Jody llointer, Rlrtr;Adnilnisnato4 Fatitm C*rt Ser:
vices i.s representing Regron I as a mernber nf the
Association of Operuting Room Nurses National
Legislative Committee.

KhnS, Hitchings, RN
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